
J. B. S.@aZdane,BioZogist, Fastsi 
In India to Protest U. S. ‘Insult’\ 

Sindents From Him 

S~celal to The New York Timer. 
NEW DELHI, India, Jan. 18 

-Unit& States officials acted 
today, apparently in vain, to 
end a hunger strike . against 
them by the eminent British- 
born biologist, Prof. J. B. S. 
Haldane. 

Professor Haldane began his 
fast yesterday in Calcutta, his 
home since 1957. 

It was reported to be in pro- 
test against an alleged insult 
by the office of the United 
States Information Agency 
there. 

Professor Haldane said he 
would brink only water during\ 
his fast. This is his second fa: 
since he came to India. He R 
fasted for a day in 1956 because AssocLe.wa r 

Prof. ; . n .w-._1 
he felt he had been rude to a 
newspaperman who wanted toi I 
intetiiew, him. Brown, 17, of Austin, Tex. Miss 

AccorWz to reports ‘from Brown had been the youth*s According to rep 
Calcutta, Professor I&Lu~ 
cused agency officials of 1 
prevented him from entl 
inp two teen-seers 

Calcutta, Professor Haldane ac- 
cused agency officials of having companion at the lunch with 
prevented him from entertain- Mr. Haldane. She has done re- 
inp two teen-seers who had search in botany. 
w&i praise for- scientific re- Professor Haldane was re- -  - - - - - I - - -  . . - -  - I  

search. They had come to India 
to attend a science conference. ported to have been planning to L LU llave been planning to 

J Mr. Haldane, 68 years old, introduce the pair to Indian uce the pair to Indian 
announced yesterday that he scientists at the dinner, sched- ists at the dinner, sched- 
would fast for a week or until uled for Monday night. But, ac- 
he had received a written apol- cording to newspaper reports, 
ogy. He was reported to have 
said he hoped his fast, would when he went to get the young- 
draw public attention to what stem at their hotel they told him 
he called anti-Indian and anti- that officials at the United 
scientific activities by the in- States Information Agency had 
formation agency. forbidden them to attend and 

Rejects U. S. Letter had insisted that they dine with 
an American. 

In a letter to Professor Hal- Mr. Bartlett’s letter denied 
dane today, Arthur C. Bartlett, this. It said: 
head of the information agency “It was impossible for them to 
in Calcutta, said he regretted have dinner with you * * * as 
what “appears to be some mis- they had expressed the wish to 
understanding.” The latest re- meet as many Indians as possi- 
ports from Calcutta said Mr. ble during their short stay here, 
Haldane had refused to aCCePt and another engagement had 
the letter as an apology. He been made for them, to which a 
Was said to have described Mr. number of distinguished Indians 
Bartlett’s version Of the in- had been invited. 
cidenf as a “falsehood.” 

“I assure you,” 
“We were under the impres- 

Iett wrote, 
Mr. Bart- sion that this had been made 

“that far from in- clear to you in plenty of time 
tending any discourtesy, we to avoid any embarrassment, 
were appreciative of your- in- since Miss Brown had so in- 
terest in these two bright formed your secretary on the 
Youngsters and your generosity fifteenth and our office had ex- 
with Your time in spending six plained the whole situation 
hours with them on Jan. 1% again to him on the morning of 
glvmg them lunch at your resi- the sixteenth.” 
dence.” 

Official at the United States 
Professor Haldane,, a former 

professor at London University, Embassy here said the six-hour . 
meeting had been a result of a IS one of the most honored bi- 

ologists in the world. He is un- 
letter to Pfofessor Haldane derstood to have been invited 
from Dr. David C. Rife, deputy to Washington in April to ac- 
scientific attache at the em- 
bassy. Dr. Rife, a biologist from cept a gold medal from the 

Natio lJ 1 Academy of Science Columbus, Ohio, had written on for bls work ln gefietics. 
behalf of Gary Botting, 16, of 
Peterborough, Ont., who had re- He also has,long been identi- 
cently won ’ an international fied with Leftist causes. From 
award in Washington for re- 1940 to 1949, he was chairman 
search. * of the editorial.. board of the 

Daily Worker, an organ of the 
“If YOU are able and tilling British Communist paeye 

to talk with him about his work 
he will be .delighted to call on In July,,1957, he ,and his wife, 

the former Helen Spurway, also you,” Dr. Rife wrote. “It would a biologist moved to India 
be an inspiration and an un- 
f-table experience for him.” Professdr Haldane, now an 

Bartlett Denies Insult 
Indian citizen, is a profepor of 
Research at the Indian Statisti- 

Professor Haldane’s complaint Cal Institute in Calcutta. He 
apparently stemmed froma din- lives in a small house on the 
ner invitation he had extended Citys’ Outskirts. and usually 
to young Botting and Susan wears ndlan clothes. 


